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Saint Francis Xavier Campus

Parish Office 812-874-2220
Saint Wendel Campus

Parish Office 812-963-3733

Parish & School Fax ~ 812-963-3061

School Office 812-963-3958

Pastor’s Cell/Home 812-499-9700

Parish Office Hours - Saint Wendel Campus
Monday thru Friday - 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Online Giving - Set up automatic contributions
h online. A simple, secure way to give.
Saint Wendel: www.osvonlinegiving.com/1778
Saint Francis Xavier: www.osvonlinegiving.com/4565

#t School Website - www.saintwendelschool.org
Parish Website - www.saintwendelparish.org

"Saints Wendel and Francis For Youth (SWAFFY)"
"Saint Wendel Catholic School"
"Saint Wendel Catholic Church"

Reconciliation
See the bulletin for scheduled individual opportunities
or schedule an appointment by phoning Father Ed.

Baptism
Celebrated during weekend Masses. Parents should
contact the Parish Office for information.

Marriage
Contact the Parish Office at least six months prior to
the wedding for information.

Bulletin Deadline
Items are due in the Parish Office by 9:00 am on Monday
for the following weekend. Phone or email items to:
rfehrenbacher@evdio.org.



Monday, December 13
Tuesday, December 14
7:30 am - Mass - at Saint Wendel Church
tNorbert Yellig
Wednesday, December 15
7:30 am - Mass - at Saint Francis Xavier Church
TPeter & Ruth Straub
Thursday, December 16
7:30 am - Mass - at Saint Wendel Church
TTina Shires
Friday, December 17
Saturday, December 18
4:30 pm - Mass - at Saint Wendel Church
tMatthew Seibert tAlbert & Sarah Paul

tLarry Koester tAdolph & Mildred Blankenberger

tRoger Muensterman TNathan Blankenberger
Sunday, December 19
8:30 am - Mass - at Saint Wendel Church
tEsther Stofleth tJoseph & Olivia Lueken
TRosie Adler tEdwin & Edna Mae Schneider
tMartin Schmitt +Darvin & Bonnie Elpers
10:00 am - Mass - at Saint Francis Xavier Church
tRandy Reidford tEdward & Rita Reidford
tPatrick J. Schmitt +Melvin Williams & Family
TRobert & Charlotte Wehmer

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to
God.” (Philippians 4:6)

Saint Paul reminds us that God is an abundant God - He is
the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises to give us all that
we need. Remember, that we are created in God’s image
and likeness. We, too, are made to be generous with all of
our gifts as well. Placing our trust in God frees us from
being a slave to possessions. It allows us to gratefully and

generously share ourselves and our goods with others.

Mass Live-streamed - The Saturday evening LIVE
4:30 pm Mass will continue to be live-streamed n-

on Facebook each week from Saint Wendel Church. You
may watch it live at that time on the Saint Wendel Catholic
Church Facebook page or view it later on the Saint Wendel
Facebook page when it is posted.

€7 . Rest In Peace - We extend our sympathy to
Le g Mary M. Schmitt of Saint Francis Xavier
1 Parish and Dorothy Elpers of Saint Wendel
Parish upon the death of their sister Judy Kitchen who died
on December 1, 2021. We extend our sympathy to Margaret
Shaffer of Saint Francis Xavier Parish upon the death of her
sister Ann Quinn who died on December 1, 2021.

On the Cover - Religious Education families completed 51
stocking gifts for the residents of Premier Healthcare in
New Harmony! Each stocking was decorated and included
a homemade nativity ornament and card, plus some extra
goodies! Gregg and Jennifer Kissel and their son Carden
are busy at work here.
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~ g Consider a Year End Gift - It’s not too
/ pCo. Pl  late! As we come to the end of 2021, we
"N\ “d@f want to thank you for your generous gifts
~ throughout the year to support the
ministries of Saint Wendel and Saint Francis Xavier
Parishes. As you consider your charitable gifts between
now and the end of the year, please remember your parish
in your giving. You may mail your Year End gifts to the
parish office or place them in the collection basket at
Mass. Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can
make a huge difference with a special year-end gift.

Saint Wendel School Scrip Cards - are
available for purchase in the Parish Office during
office hours Monday - Friday from 8:30 am -
4:00 pm. Stop in and let us help you with your gift card
needs!

Raw Dressing for Sale - The Saint Wendel Ladies’ Club
has dressing still available for sale. It is $20 per gallon.
Call Phyllis Martin (812-204-3345) or Donna Dilger (812-
270-0660) if interested.

Advent Reconciliation - There is an
opportunity for individual confessions on
Tuesday, December 14, and Tuesday,
December 21, from 6:00 to 7:00 pm at Saint
Wendel Church. To schedule another time that is
convenient for you, phone Father Ed at 812-499-9700.

Sacrament is available to you at Saint Wendel
Church each Tuesday evening from 7:00-10:00
pm.

Adoration - time before Our Lord in the Blessed C%O

Ll)’:f Surprise 90th Birthday Card Shower - for
u g7 Eleanor (Ellie) Collins. Ellie will be turning 90
) = years old on Friday, December 31! Please mail
'S+ birthday wishes to Mrs. Eleanor Collins #501,
% West River Health Campus, 714 S. Eickhoff Rd,

Evansville, IN 47712. Mail your card by this
Wednesday, December 15, to ensure that it is received by
her big day! Be sure to share any special memories of Ellie
in your card.

Bulletin Information - for Sunday, December 26, is
needed by 9:00 am this Thursday, December 16. Email
information to rfehrenbacher@evdio.org.

Christmas Caroling - Come join us for
Christmas Caroling around Saint Wendel on
Friday, December 17. We will meet in the *
SWS Cafetorium at 5:45 pm and leave at
6:00 pm. Afterwards, join us for some snacks and
socializing. Please bring a snack and drink to share. Hope
to see you there! Don't forget to bring a flashlight and
jingle bells. Questions, call Pam Muensterman at 812-228-
7503.

Saint Francis Xavier Prayer Network - Prayer requests
may be made to Marge Hamman (812-874-2264) or
Margaret Shaffer (812-874-3338 or 812-550-0488).




Third Sunday of Advent - December 12, 2021

50th Anniversary - Father Bill Dietsch, senior \\(Q

priest of the Diocese of Evansville, will W%\
» celebrate the 50th anniversary of his priestly B—
ordination on Saturday, December 18. You are
cordially invited to the 7:00 am Mass on Sunday, December
19, at Saint John Daylight where Father Bill will be
concelebrating the Mass. Well wishes can be mailed to:
Father Bill Dietsch, 2562 E. 850 S., Fort Branch, IN 47648.

Join Us For Our Next Ladies Bible Study!
- Do you desire to grow in your Catholic
faith? Do you seek connection with other
women in our parish community? We invite you to
consider joining Walking with Purpose this winter at
Saint Wendel Church. Weekly group sessions are starting
the week of January 10. We invite you to join the
Tuesday night or Thursday morning study groups as we
explore how to create lasting and abiding friendships and
move beyond past hurts in Reclaiming Friendship: God's
Plan for Deep Connection. Or join the Sunday night
group as we dive into the brief, but powerful 6-week
study Living in the Father's Love, discovering just
how much God loves us, baggage and all. For more
details about these studies and to register, go to https://
faithformation-sfx-sw.weebly.com/ladies-study-
group.html or contact Sherie Cooley at 765-427-8199
or scooley@evdio.org.

A Great Christmas Gift - Looking for a special
gift for a special someone? Give the gift of a
2022 Tradition Lottery Ticket. 2022 Tradition
Lottery Tickets are now on sale at the Saint
Wendel Parish Office! Tickets are $100 each
with 48 chances to win in 2022.Four prizes each month:
$10,000; $1,500; $1,000; and $500. After each drawing the
winning number is immediately placed back in the bin for
the next drawing. 48 chances to win in 2022! Stop by the
Saint Wendel Parish Office to get your ticket or phone the
parish office at 812-963-3733 for your ticket. Or call Father
Ed directly at 812-499-9700. Cash, check, MasterCard, and
Visa accepted. The Tradition Lottery benefits Mater Dei and
Memorial Catholic High Schools.

Do Something Noble:
Remember Your Parish In Your Will.

Live Nativity - Saint Wendel will be STEWARDSHIF OF TREASURE

hosting a live Nativity on Tuesday, November 28

December 28. There will be two showings, SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH

one at 6 pm and the second at 6:30 pm
= with live animals followed by fellowship Collection: $2,715.00
and refreshments (cookies, hot beverages) in the SWS Electronic Giving: $1,605.00
Cafetorium. Volunteers (4th through 8th grade) are needed Weekly Budgeted Amount Needed: $4,271.00
to portray the Nativity characters. Please call or text Caron Haiti Parish-Saint Albert the Great: $665.00
Stofleth at 812-270-2185 to volunteer by this Tuesday. SAINT WENDEL CHURCH
December 14, as a character or to donate cookies by -
Wednesday, December 22. Please call or text John Scheller Collection: $3,638.00
812-459-7258 to volunteer with setup the day of December Electronic Giving: $6,487.00
28. Come enjoy the wonderful story of Jesus’s birth with Weekly Budgeted Amount Needed: $14,200.00
your friends and family! Building & Grounds Improvement Fund: $5.00

Haiti Parish-Saint Michael the Archangel: $130.00

Red Cross Blood Drive - will take place on Monday,
January 3, from 3:00 - 7:00 pm at Armstrong Recreation
Center located at the corner of Baseline Road and Highway
65. Visit www.redcrossblood.org/give or call 1-800-RED
CROSS to make an appointment.

Thank You to Our Sponsor of the Week
Altstadt Plumbing

Please patronize our sponsors who make this bulletin
possible at no cost to our parishes.
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Saint Wendel Christmas Memorials - If you wish to
remember or honor loved ones at Christmas, please #
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€ Saint Francis Xavier Christmas Memorials - As in the €%
€% past, the Saint Francis Ladies' Club is sponsoring the &%

€%, Poinsettia Memorials at Christmas. To make a donation, ¢4 complete the form below and return it with your donation b 4
%o simply print the information required below, make your ba 3& by today Sunday, December 12. 2021. There is also an ¥
o check payable to Saint Francis Xavier and attach. Drop in :» 3& envelope in your packet that may be used. b3
== the collection basket by today Sunday, December 12, 2021, = %
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Make Us an Image of Justice

we might point the way to you.

Bring all the world into the light of your love
that we might see your glory forever.

Let our rejoicing now be the seed

of the joy that is to come.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Loving Father,

in your goodness

you have made us in your image.
Make us an image

of your justice, mercy, and peace
that, like John,

Sunday, December 12, 2021
Rejoice!
=

Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:14—18a; Philemon 4:4-7;
Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Luke 3:10—18. The nearness of Jesus,
our salvation, is now made present and brings with it a call
to rejoice.

In today’s Gospel, the people ask John the Baptist what
they are to do. His answer is always the same: act with jus-
tice. The Jewish people, then and now, await a messiah who
will bring about perfect justice. John speaks to people wait-
ing and watching, yesterday and today: act with justice.

Often, a need to change is not associated with “good
news.” Yet the people feel something in their hearts when
they are with John. They experience his preaching as good
news even when it is challenging. They desire the kingdom

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

of God and see that the world is not there yet. They are
called to change. John also makes clear that they themselves
do not have to do everything. That is also a hopeful mes-
sage. Each person does their part, and their part is enough.
It is God who brings about the kingdom of justice and peace,
fulfilling the work begun in creation.

John speaks of a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Fire can purify metal, and its heat in boiling water sterilizes
objects. While preparing for Jesus’ coming, we might ask
the Spirit to purify our hearts so that we seek to act justly.
What could you do this week to live the value of justice?
What in you must be taken away to live this more perfectly?



THIS WEEK AT HOME

Monday, December 13
St. Lucy

St. Lucy was an early Christian martyr who died during the
Roman persecutions. Accounts say that her eyes were gouged
out when she was martyred, and therefore she is the patron
of those with eye illnesses. Her feast day is often celebrated
with candles because, in the Northern Hemisphere, the day
is among the shortest days of the year. St. Lucy is one of
eight women included in the canon of the Mass. Today’s
readings: Numbers 24:2-7, 15—-17a; Psalm 25:4—5ab, 6, 7bc,
8-9; Matthew 21:23-27.

Tuesday, December 14
St. John of the Cross

St. John of the Cross, a doctor of the Church, was a priest,
mystic, and writer who lived in Spain in the sixteenth cen-
tury. One of his best-known works is The Dark Night of the
Soul. He was a close collaborator of St. Teresa of Avila.
Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9—13; Psalm 34:2-3,
6-7, 17-18, 19, 23; Matthew 21:28-32.

Wednesday, December 15

Signs

“The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have
the good news proclaimed to them.” Often we wish for
miraculous signs that will help us know where to go. But
these actions of Jesus are that and more. The hope of the
people of Israel was in a person who would bring about a
new kingdom in which the sufferings of this world would be
left behind. These particular signs are a message to John the
Baptist: Jesus is the long-awaited messiah. Today’s readings:
Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Psalm 85:9ab, 10, 11-12,
13-14; Luke 7:18b-23.

=== © 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture . KEEPING THE SEASONS
LTP quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago. ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 20212022
LR

Thursday, December 16
God’s Faithfulness

God’s love will be constant, the covenant of peace unbroken,
even if the mountains fall. While people often disappoint us
when commitments are not kept, God’s promise is not reliant
on our faithfulness but on the faithfulness of God. We know
that God is a keeper of promises: promises kept to Sarah,
to Hannah, to Elizabeth, to Mary, to Noah, to Abraham,
to Moses, to John the Baptist. We can trust that even in our
darkest moments God is faithful to us as well. Today’s read-
ings: Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12a, 13b; Luke
7:24-30.

Friday, December 17
O Wisdom

Within the Church’s liturgical tradition, the “O” Antiphons
are prayed the seven days before Christmas. Each of these
antiphons presents a title for the messiah. Many are familiar
with these seven titles because they begin the verses of the
hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” The first antiphon,
which is used on December 17, is O Wisdom. You might sing
this verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” or you might
pray Evening Prayer. You can find resources online, includ-
ing apps to assist you, in praying the Liturgy of the Hours.
Today’s readings: Genesis 49:2, 8—10; Psalm 72:1-2, 3—4ab,
7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17.

Saturday, December 18
The Dream of St. Joseph

St. Joseph was a righteous man, meaning he followed the law
of Moses, and according to the Law, Mary would be put to
death. St. Joseph also must have been a man of great compas-
sion who was accustomed to God’s voice. When the angel
came to him in a dream, he immediately believed. Moreover,
he immediately acted. Today, spend time in silent prayer so
that, like Joseph, you may know your call when it comes and
answer with your whole heart. Today’s readings: Jeremiah
23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12—13, 18—19; Matthew 1:18-25.

o
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DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE

JUST TAKES A LITTLE MORE TIME

It is hard to
believe, but
finally here it is.
Habitat for
Humanity, North
Posey Build now
holds the deed to
80 East Oak
Street in
Poseyville. It sits
in sight of Saint
Francis Xavier
Church.

There are several wonderful events that have occurred last week.

1. A developer from Indianapolis has agreed to GIVE US, yes free, the wonderful lot shown
above. When informed that it was for "Habitat for Humanity", the deed arrived signed over
to Habitat.

2. Our first family has been approved to be candidates for the coming home. They are
starting on their required "300" hours of sweat equity. They are also beginning required
courses in home ownership, setting family budgets, learning the importance of savings for
emergencies, home repair and being a good neighbor. Each family is also required to have a
MENTOR to guide them through the process.

3. Thanks to donations from you the parish members of Saint Wendel and Saint Francis
Xavier, The Knights of Saint John and a number of corporate donors we have generated
$149,000 for this project. That's enough for our first house and a big chunk toward our
second.

ALL OF THIS BECAUSE YOU KNOW THAT EVERYONE DESERVES A DECENT PLACE TO LIVE.

Thank you and blessings to you all!!1HHHHIIIT Deacon Mark McDonald

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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